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The many hats of Army Cadet Staff

Volunteering for the Australian Army Cadets (AAC) as an adult Army Cadet Staff (ACS) was a no-brainer
for Lieutenant (AAC) Katie Styles who is determined to empower the lives of Australia’s youth.

Katie has taken up multiple roles within AAC at 312 Puckapunyal and 309 Bendigo Army Cadet Units,
where she first joined as a cadet herself in 2003, to give back to the program.

“| got a lot out of being a cadet when | was younger. Being outdoors and learning new skills has really
translated into my adulthood.

“My passion is working with youth and ensuring they have mentors that lift their spirit and create safe
spaces for them to be themselves,” said LT (AAC) Katie Styles.

Becoming an ACS, has given her a strong sense of community, and allowed her to become more
adaptable, resilient and patient.

Above all, she has recognised the requirement for the program to have the unwavering support of the
community behind them, and the necessity to learn from others.

“It's not just about the cadets learning—we need to learn with the them, expand on our knowledge and
not feel too proud to admit when we need support,” said LT (AAC) Katie Styles.

Beyond her dedication to AAC, Katie is an avid photographer who readily captures memories from cadet
camps and activities.

She hopes to teach on the Public Affairs One and Two courses now available to cadets, and potentially
the national command activities in 2024.
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